
What are Corps?
Corps are state and local 
programs engaging primarily 
youth and young adults (ages 
16-25) in service. The majority 
of  Corpsmembers come to Corps 
looking for a second chance 
to succeed in life. In return for 
their efforts, Corpsmembers 
receive guidance by adult 
leaders who serve as mentors 
and role models, a modest 
stipend and a wide range of  
member development services 
including significant educational 
opportunities, career preparation, 
and the opportunity to invest in 
their communities.

What is The Corps 
Network?
The Corps Network is a  
proud member association, 
advocate and representative 
of  the nation’s Service and 
Conservation Corps. Our  
number one goal is to sustain 
and grow the Corps movement.

Contact Us
The Corps Network
1100 G St., NW, Suite 1000 
Washington, DC 20005

p:	202.737.6272  
f: 	202.737.6277

www.corpsnetwork.org

Civic Justice Corps
Currently operating at 20 sites nationwide, the Civic Justice Corps is 
a model program that  demonstrates the effectiveness of  service for 
re-engaging formerly incarcerated, court involved, and disconnected 
young people.

The Civic Justice Corps (CJC) engages 
young people, who are neither working 
nor in school, in service and service-
learning opportunities. Service projects are 
focused on environmental and community 
sustainability and prepare CJC members 
for careers in the green economy. It is 
the first-ever national service program to 
affirmatively recruit people with criminal 
records. The CJC model promotes systems 
change and includes these key elements:

n	 Stipended, service-learning 
opportunities for residents of high-
incarceration neighborhoods,

n	 Preparing Corpsmembers for careers 
in the green economy and promoting 
active citizenship,

n	 Partnership with local green employers 
and criminal justice agencies, and 

n 	 The goal of reorienting the mission 
and resources of state and local 
justice systems toward performative, 
restorative justice.

From California to Wisconsin to Florida, 
Corps have incorporated CJC principles into 
their programs, reaching young people who 
accepted the challenge to serve—and the 
opportunity to turn their lives around. CJC 
Corpsmembers improve their communities 
by: planting trees in bare urban landscapes, 
weatherizing the homes of their low-
income neighbors, replacing sidewalks on 
dilapidated streets, and supporting local 
planning efforts to green their communities. 
CJC’s remarkable effectiveness is a tribute 
to these youth and the people who work 
with them.

Outcomes (14 original sites)
n 	 559 enrolled 

n 	 436 formerly/currently incarcerated

n 	 47.1% received GED/high school 
diploma

n 	 79.0% placement in job/education

n 	 72.2% retention in job/education 
placements

n 	 10.2% recidivism (prevailing rate:  
50-70%)

This is a grant-funded program that members can apply to compete for at selected intervals.

Civic Justice Corps has been developed in a partnership among the Open Society 
Institute, The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Cascade Center for Community  
Governance, the Corporation for National and Community Service, The U.S. Department 
of  Labor, and The Corps Network.


